Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку

школьный этап 7-8 классы
Калининский район Санкт- Петербурга

Part I. READING
Read the article and choose the missing sentences (A-F).  There is one sentence which you do not need to use. 

APE ART 

Works of art by apes have been displayed in art galleries around the world since the 1950’s. It’s not a joke. Apes are natural artists and ape art is becoming big business.
Ape art did not use to have any form.  In fact, paintings by chimps were nothing more than paint thrown onto a canvas, and it was impossible to tell what the pictures were meant to show. (1)___. They can even use sign language to give their paintings titles.
Koko and Michael live in California and they have been painters since they were very young. (2)___. At first, she was shy, and did not want to show anyone her pictures, but now Koko’s and Michael’s art work is displayed in exhibitions and they have many fans. Unfortunately, not all of their paintings survive, as they often eat their work as soon as it is finished.
Sadly, there is bad news for these recently discovered artists. (3)___. There are only 600 gorillas and a few thousand lowland gorillas left in the world.  The work of Koko and Michael is being used to help raise money to save the world’s gorillas.
Some people might laugh and say that these paintings are not art, but who really knows what art is? (4)___. Although you cannot buy Koko’s and Michael’s original paintings, many people are prepared to pay a great deal of money to buy high quality copies of the originals. (5)___. Not only will you receive a colourful picture or T-shirt, but you will also be helping to save one of the world’s most intelligent species. Is there a better way to spend money?
A. Koko learnt to draw when she was just three years old. 

B. The truth is, there has been a great deal of commercial interest in gorilla art in all its forms. 

C. They even buy T-shirts printed with their pictures. 

D. No one wants to buy gorilla paintings. 

E. Gorillas are an endangered species. 

F. Today, however some gorillas, like Michael and Koko, are able to paint quite realistic pictures of the objects around them. 

Read the text and choose the correct answer for the questions.

There is something about the English Channel that has always fascinated the human race and it has always played a special role in British history. The sea itself has always been important to mankind but the Channel often created a barrier between Great Britain and the Continent. This barrier has existed for more than 12,000 years and the desire to break it has occupied the minds of many people for almost two hundred years.
The construction of the tunnel is perhaps the most incredible engineering project of the 20th century. In fact its completion was called a "technical triumph”.
However, the first proposal to build a Channel Tunnel appeared in 1802, when a French engineer presented his project for two tunnels to cross it. Historians say Napoleon was interested in that plan. But Napoleon was more interested in fighting the British than in linking the two countries, and shortly afterwards a new war between England and France began. There were many other plans to build a tunnel but unfortunately all of them failed. It was not until after the last war that Britain and France began seriously considering the project. On the 12th February 1986, Mrs. Thatcher and President Mitterrand signed the Franco-British Treaty which allowed the construction and the operation of the Channel Tunnel. The tunnel was completed eight years later.
It is now very quick and easy to cross the Channel. You don’t have to book a ticket. The Channel Tunnel trains operate twenty-four hours a day, every day of the year. You can now cross the Channel in thirty-five minutes. At last the great barrier has been broken.
In 1996, the American Society of Civil Engineers, with Popular Mechanics, selected the tunnel as one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern World.
6. What has always been important to all people?
a. The English Channel.
b. The sea.
c. The tunnel.
7. What did Europeans want to do for many years?
a. To create a barrier between Great Britain and the Continent.
b. To sign a contract on the construction of the tunnel.
c. To connect Great Britain and the continent by train service.
8. When did the Channel Tunnel begin to function?
a. In 1994.
b. In 1986.
c. In 1996.
9. Who proposed the first plan to build a tunnel under the Channel?
a. Napoleon
b. A French engineer.
c. President Mitterrand.
10. When did the construction of the tunnel become possible?
a. After the treaty had been signed.
b. After the engineering project had been presented.
c. After many other plans had been discussed.
11. Why is it easy to cross the Channel at present?
a. The tickets are cheap.
b. The tickets are sold everywhere.
c. The trains go day and night.
12. What is the best title for the text?
a. Engineering Projects.
b. The Channel Tunnel.
c. Seven Wonders of the World.

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!
Part II. USE OF ENGLISH

Read the text and choose the correct word to fill in the gaps.

LITTLE CAT, LITTLE CAT, WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN?
When Bo the cat decided to explore a furniture van, she had a bigger adventure than she expected. She was discovered (13)_____the driver, after he had completed a (14)____of over 500 kilometers. It was (15)_____end of a long day. The driver and the cat were both hungry! He gave her some milk and started making enquiries. He telephoned his last (16)_____, but they had not lost a cat. It was getting late, so he took Bo home for the night and (17)____morning brought her to an animal hospital.
The cat’s owner (18)___done some detective work too. After searching everywhere for the cat, he suddenly remembered the furniture van (19)____had made a delivery to a neighbor. Fortunately he (20)___the name of the company. He called their office and in a short time Bo was (21)___safely.
	13.
	a) of
	b) from
	c) by

	14.
	a) trip
	b) travel
	c) tour

	15.
	a) an
	b) some
	c) the

	16.
	a) shoppers
	b) buyers
	c) customers

	17.
	a) next
	b) following
	c) other

	18.
	a) has
	b) was
	c) had

	19.
	a) what
	b) this
	c) which

	20.
	a) called
	b) remembered
	c) saw

	21.
	a) returned
	b) taken
	c) given


Read the text and fill in the gaps with the right forms of the words. 

Are You Thirsty? 
	What’s your favourite drink?  Is it a fizzy drink like cola? Or do you like a cold glass of (22) ______?  Do you ever wonder what people in other countries like drinking? What are the most popular drinks in the world? 

All over the world, many people enjoy drinking green tea. It is very popular in many Asian countries. For example, the (23) ________ just call it ‘tea’. Everyone there knows that if you say ‘tea’, you mean green tea. One very common and popular drink in Europe is mineral water. Many countries, such as France, Italy and (24) __________, have springs where mineral water comes out of the ground. As a result, mineral water is cheap and it’s available everywhere. 

After water and tea, the world’s most popular drink is coffee. It is usually very popular with adults who drink it to wake up in the morning.  

(25) _______, though, young people are drinking it to help them study. 

Whatever drink gives you the most (26) _______, you must also be careful about what you drink, just as with eating. 

You may love coffee, tea or fizzy drinks, but it’s important to drink lots of water also. This, of course, helps you to have a (27) _______ diet, and that’s important for everyone in the world.
	LEMON 
 JAPAN 
 GERMAN 
 LATE 
 CONTENT 
BALANCE


Fill in the gaps with the appropriate idioms.
28. Mick Jagger, David Bowie, Mick Fleetwood and some other rock ___ will be playing at the show. 

29. In my small town I was a ___. Now I’m in London, nobody has heard of me – I’m just one of thousands DJs hanging round the music scene. 

30. Try to forget that stupid guy, Alice. You’re a lovely girl and there are plenty ___.

31. Ever since the first day of term those two have been inseparable; ___. 

32. Why are you smiling so brightly? You look like a ___. 

33. Just try and understand that Peter has nothing to do with the robbery. You’re ___. 

34. This week he’s been ___, he can’t go anywhere with us because of his work. 
35. I felt ___ when Manchester United lost the match.
	(1) dinosaurs 
	(6) cat that got the cream 

	(2) big fish in a small pond 
	(7) loan shark 

	(3) more fish in the sea 
	(8) as busy as a bee 

	(4) as sick as a parrot 
	(9) barking up the wrong tree 

	(5) wild horses couldn’t tear them apart 
	(10) teaching an old dog new tricks 


Here are some proverbs in English. How well do you know them? Answer the questions choosing A, B, C or D
36. _____ is mightier than the sword.
A. The knife 

B. The gun

C. The word
D. The pen
37. Necessity is the mother of _____.
A. invention
B. fortune
C. creation
D. development
38. A little bit of knowledge is a  ____ thing
A. wonderful

B. useful
C. dangerous
D. good
Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!
Part III. COUNTRY STUDY
Choose a, b, с or d to answer the questions.
39. Which day is not observed in Britain?

a) St Valentine's Day

b) Thanksgiving Day

c) Mother's Day
40. When do Scottish people celebrate "Hogmanay"?

a) 31st December

b) 1st May

c) 1st January
41. What is a "carol"?

a) a nursery rhyme

b) a religious Christmas song

c) a Christmas party with dancing
42. Who is a Beefeater?

a) a Queen's guard

b) one who is not a vegetarian

c) the Tower of London's Yeoman Warder
43. Which is the most natural response to the question: "Cup of tea?"

a) I could do with one.
b) Oh, this is on me?

c) Help yourself.

44. What do people wear on St. David Day?

a) leek

b) thistle

c) shamrock

d) rose

45. What is the British Royal Family's surname?

a) Lancaster

b) York

c) Windsor
d) Hanover

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!
